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Biography of Inez Beverly Prosser
Early Life  
Inez Beverly Prosser was an African American psychologist who is regarded as the first African-American female to receive a PhD in psychology. She was born to Samuel Andrew and Veola Hamilton Beverly on December 30th 1897 in Yoakum Texas (Benjamin Jr, Henry & Mcmahon, 2005). Her father worked as a waiter in one of the restaurants near their home while her mother was basically a homemaker. Prosser was the eldest daughter and was the second born among eleven children. The fact that her father was a waiter and the mother a homemaker meant that they could get little income to support the family and this put them in a tight situation in terms of providing for the children and also educating them. 
They struggled in life just like most of the other neighbouring families as there were few opportunities for jobs during that period. This meant that Prosser and her siblings struggled all through to complete their studies. It is also important to note that there were limited opportunities for most of the African American students due to the issue of racial discrimination that was there. The several schools that were established there were only for the whites and thus the African American had to live with the few schools that lacked adequate infrastructure and were also not funded enough. This is the reason that made her parents to move several times as they sought to find good education for their children. 
The racial segregation took a toll on their education life and that of her siblings as they had to school in the colored schools as they were usually referred to. She graduated from Yoakum colored high school in 1912 and went on to join Prairie view normal college. It is while at the college that she studied and graduated with a degree as a valedictorian. After completing her degree at the Prairie College, she joined the University of Colorado where she undertook her master and finally the University of Cincinnati for her doctorate degree.
Education and Career
Presser returned to Yoakum soon after completion of her studies. She went on to teach for some time at the segregated schools that only allowed the African Americans. The issue of racial segregation had taken root in the country, and thus, it was the only school that could allow her to conduct her teachings. It is during this period that she was promoted to be an assistant principal at the Clayton industrial school in manor Texas (Etaugh & Bridges, 2015). The promotion was as a result of her dedication to impart knowledge to the students and especially the African Americans who were discriminated in every way and thus lacked enough opportunities to advance their education. 
She took it upon herself to ensure that she imparts the knowledge that she had acquired to her fellow African Americans for them to have a voice in future. The qualifications that she had also made her a good candidate for the position as there were few African American that had excelled liked her. She worked as an assistant principal, at the school for some time before accepting a permanent position at Anderson high school. At Anderson’s High School, Prosser still dedicated herself to the values of education and knowledge and undertook to teach students English and literature and also coached some of the students in terms of the spelling competitions. 
She also involved herself in inter curricular activities as she coached for the interscholastic league. This was an organization that was created to sponsor events for the black community throughout the state. The reasons for this was due to the racial discrimination that was going on which meant that the blacks were not included in the events that were formulated by the whites who were in charge of a majority of the sectors in the country. The black community therefore failed to participate in events and this led to the formation of the league in order to also give them a chance.
At the time that she was working at Anderson school she met Allen Rufus who worked as an elevator operator at a department store in Austin. She made friends with him and their friendship later blossomed into love. They got engaged and later got married in 1916. The hard work, spirit of determination and dedication that she had made her to receive several awards in recognition of the efforts that she had in imparting knowledge to the rest of the community members. Through the awards, Prosser saw an opportunity to further her career in order to continue serving her people. This made her to join the University of Colorado for a master degree in educational psychology (Farinde-Wu, 2018).
Prosser was interested in the mind and behaviour of people, especially with the issue of racial discrimination going on and this motivated her to study psychology. Through it, she will be able to understand the reasons for the behaviours of the people and what goes on in their minds as a result of the racial segregation. for her to be well equipped in matters to do with educational psychology and the behaviour of human beings, she focused on a number of topics that were most relevant to her and which would make her better understand the issue. Thus, he focused on tests and measurements, mental tests and research methods.
As a result of this, she later developed a thesis with the title, the comparative reliability of objective tests in English grammar. Through the thesis, she sought to examine the four different types of English grammar tests that were applicable according to the national standards set it by the national education association. The association had a list of standards that were to be met in terms of researching on English grammar tests and thus Prosser was determined to examine and attain the levels required. The four tests that she worked on include multiple-choice, completion, true-false and matching questions. This was done in order to test how they affect the reasoning of human being and the effects that it had on them. The tests were also used to cover a number of aspects such as difficulty levels and also comparable number of factual and reasoning. She was able to satisfy her supervisors with the thesis that she carried out and later graduated with a master’s degree in educational psychology.
Prosser left her teaching job at Anderson soon after receiving her master degree. She had received another offer at Tillotson College where she was expected to take up a role as a faculty member. The college was a black college in Austin and they felt that they could use her experience and qualifications to equip the students with more knowledge in regards to their education. She was among the highest qualified African American and thus the knowledge that she had would be instrumental in helping the members of the black community to excel just like she did (Neville, Tynes & Utsey, 2008). At the college, she was able to excel in a number of things as her imported critical knowledge to the students. 
The manner in which she treated them and explained all the relevant detail made the student love her and this ensured that they performed better in their studies. She was able to display her teaching and leadership skills which elevated her among ty teachers that were there. The rest of the faculty members also took notice of her exceptional teaching and leadership abilities and thus consulted her on several issues. This fostered a good relationship between Prosser and the rest of the faculty members. Apart from the teaching and leadership skills that she had, Prosser also dedicated most of her time to the educational psychology that she had studied. She strived to ensure that the black students were able to develop in terms of educational psychology for them to think and reason critically.
In order to achieve this, she needed to interact more with the students in order for them to fully understand the issues that she was talking about. During the period between 1929 and 1930, she organized a series of lectures with the permission of the college through which she dwelled on the issue of educational psychology. The lectures were intended to impart more knowledge to the students in terms of the subject and also offer practical opportunities for them. She took the lecture and her work very seriously and this made her even invite George Washington, who was at that time, a renowned psychologist to one of the lectures. This was meant to impart more knowledge to the students through the information that will be provided by the guest.
 Prosser worked tirelessly at the college where she served in different positions such as dean, register and proffers of education (New, 2005). The time that she was in the college was marked by a lot of improvement in terms of performance of the students as he imparted culture of acquiring knowledge.as he was able to institute a number of changes that were critical in how the learning was conducted at the institution and the need for the black community to empower themselves. She was able to serve at the college from 1921 to 1930 through which her influences went over and beyond the classroom area.	
She later joined Tugaloo College where she took up a teaching and administrative job. At the college, she continued with her excellent form in terms of teaching quality and leadership skills. She was able to deliver a several lecturers that were critical to the students and which helped them in showing their reasoning. It is important to note that it is during her time at Tugaloo College that she was offered a position as the principal Tugaloo high school (Pickren & Rutherford, 2010). There were few individuals of her exceptional quality and this made the management of the school to consider her as the principal. 
She accepted the offer as she saw it as another opportunity of extending her knowledge to the students and also ensure that she empowered the African American students in terms of reasoning and fighting for their rights. Thus, she doubled up as the principal of Tugaloo High School while also serving as a lecturer at the college. At the school, her interest in matters to do with educational psychology continued and this made her look for research opportunities to further her studies. It is during one of these times that she applied for aid from the general education board to enhance her studies. The aid was established by john Rockefeller to give opportunities to further their education and contribute to research in various fields. 
The costs of undertaking a doctorate and carrying out research were high and this presented a perfect opportunity for her. She was surprised when she was awarded the aid which was mainly due to the qualities that she has shown and which the board felt that it could be utilized in the process of carrying out research. It is at this point that her life took a turn as the opportunity to study more and carry out research was bound to expose her to more details in regards to educational psychology (Roberts, 2018). In being granted the aid, she received $1000 which was to be used to advance her studies. She joined the University of Cincinnati where she undertook a doctorate degree and graduated in 1993.in doing so, she became the first black woman to earn a PhD in psychology. This was a major achievement considering the struggles that she faced through while growing up and the difficulties that she had in getting education.
Dissertations, Other Works and Struggles as a Female African American Psychologist
At the time that she joined the University of Cincinnati, there was an ongoing research program that mainly focused on African American who were in different environments. The racial segregation had caused a lot of issues for the black community, and thus, most of them were struggling under different environments. They faced different levels of segregation and this affected them in how they operate and lived.it is for this reason that the research was established to try and figure out how the black members of the community were fairing on in view of the high levels of segregation that was taking place. There was also a feeling in the university that all the black schools that had black teachers could work best to provide the necessary skills for the black students for them to survive in the present conditions (Benjamin Jr, Henry & Mcmahon, 2005). 
They felt that the black teachers could do more in imparting necessary skills that would enable the students to survive despite the limited opportunities that they were facing. The issues of segregation in terms of schools and the racial abuse that they suffered were among the issues that could bring the black students together, and thus, it was imperative that the African American teachers work towards achieving this. The issues were crucial to the formation of the black community and had the potential of becoming a unifying factor for the blacks. Prosser went straight to work immediately after joining the university and she embarked in numerous studies to understand the effects of the racial segregation that was taking place in terms of the development of the blacks.
 She developed a dissertation titled, “The non-academic development of negro children in Mixed and segregated schools”. The dissertation wanted to explain the non-development that was set to take place on the black community as a result of the black students being segregated (Benjamin Jr, Henry & Mcmahon, 2005). In doing this, she pointed out the fact that the whites had the advantage with the system of segregation as they had the best teacher as a result of skewed opportunities. All the important opportunities were taken over by the whites and thus the African Americans were left to cope with the left-outs. This made it difficult for them to match the whites and, therefore, the issue was bound to lead to more underdevelopment in the future. Though the dissertation Prosser sought for a number of issues such as education, reform, social development, racial identity and other several topics that were related to segregation. 
The issues had to be tackled if there was any hope of the black having development in them as the whites did. The dissertation work by Prosser borrowed heavily from the works of Mary Crowley in 1931. Mary sought to compare the achievements that were made by the black students in the midst of the racial segregation in schools. She went on to explore the truth in the statement that the black child developed superior characters, more racial self-respect when placed under the direction of a black teacher. There was a general assumption that the African Americans develop more positively when they are guided by the black teachers as opposed to other races that existed.
 Prosser was thus interested in this notion as she also sought to elaborate on the effects that the black teachers had on the black students and its importance in the development of the black community. The purpose of her dissertation was in other words to measure the leisure interest, social participation, introversion and extraversion and the general personality adjustment (Etaugh & Bridges, 2015). She also sought to explain the difference that may have existed in the traits that the black portrayed and determine whether the black schools were important in fostering positive growth in the black students.
It is noteworthy that Prosser really wanted to establish if there existed any difference between the black students who were learning in the segregated schools and those that were in the integrated schools, given that these students had different facilities and infrastructure and also differed in the qualifications and experience of teachers. The segregated schools lacked a number of facilities and infrastructure as opposed to the integrated schools (Etaugh & Bridges, 2015). The teachers that were also present in the integrated schools were also more due to the opportunities that they were given in life. This was different from the Segregated School that only had a handful of qualified teachers. The blacks were denied educational opportunities and this made it very difficult for them to achieve the level that the whites did. 
Prosser was one of the exceptions and this made her to be sought for in great length. She sought to find out what was the social and cultural backgrounds of the student that were in the two schools. Through this, she would be able to understand the social and cultural practices that they had as a result of learning in different institutions. The second issue that was of importance to her was the occupational and activity interests of the student in the two schools. The interest that they had will be assessed based on the different environment that they were in. The other important issue was the extent to which the black students were able to participate in activities after school. This was going to be viewed in terms of the opportunities that the students had in terms of the events that were organized outside of the classroom area (Farinde-Wu, 2018). 
The fourth important issue was the attitudes that the student in the two schools were exhibiting as a result of learning in different institutions. It was important for her to understand this to effectively come up with a conclusion in regards to the development of students that takes place due to being indifferent schools. The first aspect of the dissertation was the emotional response that the student had in terms of being discriminated. The levels of emotional response were to be measured and the difference ascertained. This informed the impact of the different setup of the schools on the students and the overall effect it had had on their development. There was also the issue of personality that Prosser sought to establish as a result of being in different schools. 
There was a lot of concerns in terms of the personality development that occurred in them and this was set to n be looked into in terms of the school type that they were in. The environment that they operated in was set to be analyzed and seen if it had any effect on the kind of personality that they had. The last item in the dissertation fronted by Prosser was on the issue of aggressiveness and submission (Neville, Tynes & Utsey, 2008).  There are different levels of aggressiveness and submission that are order red in human being and thus there is need to establish how the same is affected by being in different schools. She sought to know whether the level of aggressiveness was similar in the segregated and the integrated schools and the difference that existed between them.
Through her work, she was able to argue on the fact that isolation and racial injustices have a lot of effect on the mentality of the black students and the manner in which they develop. The level of impact is also exaggerated by the level of socio-economic status that the people are in. The black members of the community were majorly in poor social-economic status and this meant that the racial injustices that they were suffering impacted heavily on them (Farinde-Wu, 2018). The struggles that they faced as a result of their race were many and thus being put in different schools together with insults meant that they suffered in great lengths. 
In her submissions, she revealed that the selection done in the schools should be based on the personality of the student. This was because some did extremely well in integrated schools while there were those that performed well in segregated schools. Therefore, according to her, the issue of personality plays a critical role when it comes to the selection of the schools. She also noted the fact that the black students received a more balanced curriculum and support in segregated schools as opposed to the integrated schools. The segregated schools also provided a more nurturing environment for the black students as well as the African American teachers. This is something that works well for their development.
Achievements and Legacy
In terms of legacy, Prosser left a rich legacy that was showed by a lot of achievements made during her lifetime. She came out as one of the key leading figures when it came to the issue of educating black students. She fought for the education of the black children right from the time that she was studying as she set up a fund to support her younger siblings. She utilized the opportunity that she had to make sure that she educates her younger siblings and thus given them a chance in life (Neville, Tynes & Utsey, 2008). The view and opinions that she put across in her dissertation and other forums were instrumental in the fight for the education of black students. 
They were used during the period covering the 1920s and 1930s in debates that were present in regards to the issue of racial segregation. She advanced the notion that the interests of the black people were served better when they are in the segregated schools as opposed to being in the integrated schools. The voice that she had at that time was crucial to the development of the black community since there were very few African Americans who could come out and speak on their issues. The education that she had gotten made her standout and gave her the platform to fight strongly for this.
Another important achievement was that her work was used in the brown vs the bird of education us Supreme Court ruling that took place in 1954. The dispute was on the inequality that was there between the segregated schools and the integrated schools. Her feeling was that the segregated schools were inherently unequal and, therefore, there was a need to have integration in national public schools (New, 2005). This was something that resonated well with the Supreme Court judges leading to the ruling on the integration of national public schools. Through the ruling, she and managed to win a were in terms of the segregation that took place in public schools and thus offered a chance to the black community to have equal education opportunities just like the white did.
Prosser also worked extensively on the issue of educational psychology. She was able to focus on the educational and identity development of black students as she tried to ensure that they had a sense of belonging in them and that they did not feel inferior as a result of the segregation that was taking place. The work that she did was mainly influenced by the teaching and administrative experience that she had acquired over a long period of time and through the schools that she went (New, 2005). The experience that she got form being at a colored school in her home town was instrumental in shaping up the work that she came to be known about. She experienced the worst side of racial segregation at the time that she was studying and this made her resonate well enough with the struggles that the black students were facing. Prosser is also credited for her work towards the mental health of the African American children. 
She was able to develop a lot of arguments that were considered powerful in several quarters in regards to how the issue of racial segregation affected the mental health of the blacks. The black children faced a lot of tribulations in terms of almost everything in life and this contributed a lot to the mental perception that they had. They were affected mentally as a result of being denied a number for opportunities in life as the white children enjoyed them. This made them see themselves as inferior to the whites and that they should be able to succumb to the pressures and demands of the whites. They believed the whites were more superior to them, which was not the case. Thus, her work tried as much as possible to remove the notion that was created in the mental health of the children and thus enable them to feel proud of their race. In doing this, she was able to point out a number of educational options that the black students could utilize ion order for them to have proper mental growth.
 The educational ways that will be used will be focused on developing their self-morale for them to view their race as superior just like the whites did (Pickren & Rutherford, 2010). Among the many things that she did was to fight for the students and especially the African American students, to be given the opportunity to learn based on the ability that they had. Through her work, she advocated that the socio-economic status that the children came from should never be used in granting them the opportunity to have an education. The only relevant factor, in this case, should be what the students possessed in terms of ability and how significant it was in terms of their development.
Prosser is also known for her strong voice in support of segregated schools. In as much as the issue of racial discrimination was bad for the two races, the period in which Prosser lived required more use of the segregated to enable the education of the African American students. The main reason for this was the fact that the integration schools had a lot of inequality in them as those black students who went there still suffered some form of discrimination, although on a lower scale. In as much as they were in the integrated schools, the majority of the teachers were whites, and thus, they favoured the white students as opposed to the black ones (Roberts, 2018).This is the reason that made Prosser advocate for the use of the segregated schools for the black as they would be able to have adequate attention form the black teachers.
 The fact that she was also one of the teachers made her to strongly support this as she knew the dedication that the black teachers had in imparting critical knowledge to the students. They were fully aware of the challenges that the African Americans suffered as a result of racial discrimination and therefore, they would ensure that they did their best to promote the growth of the black community. This culminated in her dissertation work which was used to ensure that the black teachers provide the best form of knowledge to the black students.it is also important to note that during the debates that were carried out in regards to the issue of segregated schools, most of her arguments were used to enrich the debate process and this provided a solid conclusion to the debate.
Prosser also came out as a critical voice to the African American community at the time in which the voice of the African Americans was subdued. The African American members had little voice when it came to several issues in the country as many of the issues were handled by the whites. Therefore, her education and qualifications made her came out as a strong defender of the black community.it was also difficult for anyone at that time to imagine of a black woman coming out to strongly advocate for the welfare of the black community and also the fact that she was a woman (Roberts, 2018). The African American men did not have a voice, and thus, it was difficult to imagine a woman having it. Therefore, the contributions that she made in the education section and in other fields in relation to the African American society were strong enough and have been used over different generations. It is important to note that even though her arguments were heavily relied upon and used in the several debates that ensued about racial segregation, the dissertation that she did remained unpublished
Honours
In 1968, Prosser was awarded at the Hemisfair exposition for the contribution that she made in regards to the Texas culture. The work that she did went a long way in shaping the culture of her community and it is for this treason that the exposition saw it fair to award her. Another important recognition that she got was from the Rockefeller foundation general education board fellowship. She was highly recognized for her contributions to the education sector and the change that occurred in terms of the segregated school. The level of education amongst the black community advanced as a result of her efforts and this made her to be recognized (Benjamin Jr, Henry & Mcmahon, 2005).
 In August 1934, she also appeared in the cover of the crisis, which was at the time the official magazine for the national advancement of colored people. They had formed an association to recognize the efforts done by the colored people in promoting the issues that touched on them. Prosser’s contribution to the welfare of the black and especially in the education sector contributed to her to be included in the cover magazine.
Death
Inez Beverly Prosser died in 1934 after being involved in an automobile accident in Louisiana. The accident occurred at the time that she was at the peak of her career and this dealt a huge blow to the field of psychology and the education sector in general. The field of psychology had lost a very strong pillar in terms of the work that she advanced in relation to educational psychology and in helping the students possess the ability to think and reason critically. The death was also a big blow to the members of the black community who had benefited a lot from the work that she did in trying to level the ground for them in terms of educational opportunities and their overall development. The empowerment of the black community and the promotion of their welfare will always form part of her great work that will always be remembered even in her death. Although she died, the works that she did have continued to be used years after her death, and this is a testimony to the fact that she made a lot of contribution in the education sector that cannot be wished away.
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